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Apply the skills of historical analysis and interpretation.
7th Grade
8th Grade 

Describe how historians use models for organizing historical interpretation (e.g., biographies, political events, issues and conflicts). 
7.1.1.Strengths and lasting contributions of Rome

7.2.4. Origins of Islam

7.8.1. Revival of Classical art and learning

7.9.2. Theological, political and economic ideas of the Reformation
8.1.3. Effects of American Revolution on other countries

8.6.6. The women’s suffrage movement (including biographies of key figures.)

Make inferences about historical events and eras using historical maps and other historical sources.
7.3.4. Overland and maritime trade with China and other civilizations

7.2.5. Trade routes between Africa, Asia and Europe
8.8.2. Manifest Destiny



Identify the differences between historical fact and interpretation.
7.4.3. Influence of Islamic beliefs
8.10. Causes of Civil War

8.11. Consequences of Reconstruction

Understand the development of significant political events.
7.3.1. Reunification of China

7.5.2. Reign of Prince Shotoku in Japan

7.6.5. English legal and constitutional law

7.7.3. Origins and defeat of Aztec and Inca empires
8.2. Political Principles underlying the U.S. Constitution

Understand the development of economic systems.
7.4.2. Regional commerce in West Africa

7.6.3. Medieval feudalism

7.7.1. Meso-American economic systems
8.12. Transformation of American economy in response to the industrial revolution

Understand California, United States

 and world social history.

8.6. Urbanization and immigration issues

8.7. Slavery and the Southern economy

8.8. Western Expansion

Understand California, United States

 and world environmental history

8.12.1. Agricultural and industrial development as it relates to the environment

8.12.5. Urbanization and industrialization
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7th Grade
8th Grade

Locate, describe and explain places, regions and features on the Earth.
7.4.1. The Niger River region

7.7.1. Geography of Mexico, Central and South America

7.11.2. Exchanges of plants, animals and culture in the 15th and 16th centuries
8.7.1. Development of the agrarian economy of the South

8.8.4. Importance of great rivers and the struggle for water rights

Analyze and explain characteristics and interactions on the Earth's physical systems.
7.1.2. Geography and territorial cohesion of the Roman empire

7.8.3. The significance of the “Silk Road”
8.8.2. Westward expansion and Manifest Destiny

8.12.1. Patterns of agricultural and industrial development related to geography

Understand relationships between geographic factors and society.
7.2.5. Growth of cities and establishment of trade routes among Asia, Africa and Europe.
8.4.1. American geography during the time of the first four presidents

8.5.2. Changing boundaries of the U.S.

8.11.2 Movement of former slaves to cities

Understand the historical significance of geography.
7.3.4. Importance of overland and maritime trade with China
8.6.2. Physical obstacles and issues involved in building canals and railroads

8.12.5. Urbanization, immigration and industrialization

SOCIAL SCIENCE MIDDLE SCHOOL: SOCIAL SYSTEMS

Explain how language, literature, the arts, architecture and traditions contribute to the development and transmission of culture.
History Social Science Content Standards for California Public Schools
History Social Science Content Standards for California Public Schools


7th Grade
8th Grade

Analyze how individuals and groups interact with and within institutions (e.g., educational, military).
7.1.1. Early strengths and lasting contributions of Rome

7.2.6. Intellectual exchanges among Muslim scholars

7.3.5. Historic influence of Chinese technological discoveries

7.5.5. Golden age of the arts in 9th and 10th century Japan

7.7.4. Artistic traditions of Mayans, Aztecs and Incas

7.8.1. Revival of classical arts in the Renaissance

7.9.7. golden Age of cooperation between Jews and Muslims in Spain
8.1.1. Effects of the Great Awakening

8.3.5. Domestic resistance movements

8.4.4. Early American traditions in the arts



Explain how social institutions contribute to the development and transmission of

culture.
7.1.3. Establishment of Constantinople 

7.2.3. Significance of the Qur’an and Sunnah in Muslim life and culture

7.3.6. Development of imperial state and scholar class in China

7.4.2. States, cities and economy of West Africa

7.6.3. Shogun and the warrior code in Medieval Japan

7.7.2. Class structure and society in Meso-American and Andean civilizations


8.2.3. Development of the Constitution

8.3.4. Conflicts between Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton

8.8.3 Role of pioneer women

8.12.3. How the government encouraged business expansion

Describe ways in which a diverse U.S. population has developed and maintained common beliefs (e.g., life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness; the Constitution and the Bill of Rights). 

8.5.3. Treaties with American Indians

8.6.3. Immigration from Europe in the early 1800s

8.6.4. Freed slaves and their efforts to advance their rights

Explain how diverse groups have contributed to U.S. socialsystems over time.

8.7.4. Comparison of lives of Black Americans in the North and the South

8.8.5. Mexican settlements and locations

8.12.6. The origins of the labor movement

